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2d SFS cracks down on Barksdale drivers
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BY J. MANNY GUENDULAY
THE BOMBARDIER

The 2d Security Forces Squadron is
toughening up against driving violators
due to a rise of drunk driving incidents
on base and careless driving habits in
construction zones.

“While Team Barksdale is to be com-
mended for the drop in DUIs during
2004 in comparison to 2003, we have
seen a spike in DUIs in the first quarter
of 2005,” said Col. Eldon Woodie, 2d
Bomb Wing vice commander.

Tech. Sgt. Jason Russell, 2d SFS po-
lice services superintendent, said
they’re keeping Barksdale streets safe
by sending more patrols out to high traf-
fic areas to combat these problems.

“Putting more patrol cars on the
street is a way to apprehend people driv-
ing under the influence,” he said.
“However, a large percentage of drunk
drivers are stopped at the gate, as the
guards are able to interact with drivers
and detect the scent of alcohol on a dri-
ver’s breath.”

Lt. Col. Bruce Way, 2d BW Safety
chief, said one of the reasons why DUIs
occur is because drivers use poor risk
management skills before and after
drinking and decide erringly they are
still fit to drive. He said another reason
why many people drink and drive is be-
cause their friends do not stop them.
Potential drunk drivers and those who let
them drive should remember the potential
outcome.

“Driving under the influence of drugs
or alcohol is not only dangerous to the in-
dividual behind the wheel, but also to his
or her passengers, people in other vehi-
cles, and innocent pedestrians — the
scope of potential damage is huge,”
Colonel Way said. “Drugs and alcohol
slow down reaction time, affect hand-eye

coordination and impair judgment.”
“If you are planning on drinking and

you don’t plan for a designated driver, you
are planning on driving under the influ-
ence,” Colonel Woodie said. “There is no
excuse and convicted violators will face
severe consequences.”

Being issued a citation for driving under
the influence automatically strips the of-
fender of driving privileges on base for a
year and could lead to further punishment.

Security forces patrols can also be seen

near a new traffic hotspot on Barksdale,
the Lindbergh Road construction site. 

“Drivers should be careful driving in the
construction zones, especially paying at-
tention to speed limits,” Sergeant Russell
said. “We’re issuing two to three tickets
daily in these construction zones. These
mostly happen because people aren’t pay-
ing attention.

“Drivers should also be careful about
the cones and their significance on the
road,” the sergeant said. “In a lot of con-

struction areas, cones mark the separation
of lanes; however, at the Lindbergh site,
the cones also mark off large drop-offs that
can cause severe damage to a car. Several
cars have been damaged by driving off the
side of the road since construction began.”

“Drivers need to be patient with con-
struction on base to get the benefit of safer
roads in the future,” Colonel Way said.
“Allow a few extra minutes for driving
time, be alert for workers and vehicles and
keep the speed down.”

Cars yield at the corner of Lindbergh Road and Spaatz Avenue Wedndesday during ongoing construction. Pavement repairs
are scheduled to be conducted at the Bossier Gate on the inbound lane through Tuesday. During this time, all inbound traf-
fic will have to merge to the right lane before entering the gate.

Airman 1st Class Brandon Kusek/The Bombardier



The Action Line is an avenue
for complaints, suggestions and
kudos on services provided at
Barksdale. Comments can help
make the base a better place.

Although the Action Line is
always available for use, the best
and fastest way to resolve prob-
lems is through the chain of
command or the organization
involved. 

Individuals are encouraged to
go that route first. If the problem
is still unresolved, call the
Action Line and the appropriate
base agency will address the
problem. Positive feedback
about Barksdale is also encouraged. Please leave a name
and phone number when calling the Action Line as more
information may be needed.

Key Customer Service Numbers

Vision
The 2d Bomb Wing is first ... in peace ...

in war ... to victory!

Mission
Exceptional warriors ready now to pro-
vide responsive, flexible and accurate
bomber combat power and operational
support to warfighting commanders.

Anytime, anywhere.

Vector
Total focus on mission excellence

Work together — take care of each 
other to build trust and teamwork

Offer opportunities for personal and 
professional wellness and growth
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BY COL. MICHAEL MOELLER
2D BOMB WING COMMANDER

In the past, I’ve spent time talking
about the wing’s vector and why in-
corporating it into our culture is so
essential to the mighty Deuce’s mis-
sion success. This week I want to
focus on the “O” part of the TWO
vector and, most importantly, de-
scribe exactly what “offer opportuni-
ties for personal and professional
growth” really means.

Everyone here at Barksdale under-
stands that job No. 1 is mission excel-
lence and job No. 2 is taking care of
each other while job No. 3 is a personal commit-
ment to be the best while ensuring your own and
your loved ones’ physical, mental and spiritual
health. Job No. 3 includes an obligation to be-
coming the acknowledged expert at what you do
— you must “bloom where you are planted.”  

Team Barksdale depends on you to be the
functional expert first and then as you grow pro-
fessionally, so will your responsibilities. Then,
after gaining the depth of experience and expert-
ise in your functional area, the next step is to ac-
tively seek out ways to expand your horizons
through self-improvement and education. It is a
personal responsibility to ensure that you are de-
veloping professionally, but supervisors at every
level must also seek out ways to make their war-
riors stronger and more capable.

Accomplishing our mission depends on your
talents and expertise, but it is a marathon not a
sprint so you must be prepared for the long run.
We work in a demanding, high pressure, fast
paced environment so you must be in tiptop
shape to sustain the required level of excellence

and accomplish the mission. 
We must stay physically, mentally and spiritu-

ally ready, so you must take care of yourself and
your loved ones. Even the most seasoned warrior
needs time to recharge his or her batteries if they
are to maintain the energy levels required to ac-
complish our daily tasks. Make sure you work
out and stay physically fit. Find ways to take a
deep breath and take time to relax and enjoy your
favorite hobby or recreation. I strongly encour-
age you to take advantage of all the good things
the community has to offer. 

The “O” in our TWO vector is all about bal-
ance. The mighty Deuce is a huge organization,
but in the end our success rests on the individual
efforts of every single person in the wing. It
takes a concerted effort from every person, and
we must strive to strike that balance to maintain
our professional, physical, emotional and spiritu-
al health. 

This balance ensures we have the skills, ener-
gy and enthusiasm that are the keys to ensuring
our warriors remain second to none!

Balance is key in vector

Action line: Bike rules answered
Query:  I want to know about
the bike riders on base. I
know I see a lot of bike riders
riding in the middle of the
lane. The other day I was
coming home from the east
side and there were two bike
riders in the middle of the
lane and I was wondering if
that was a bike path to the
right side of the road or not.
Is it a bike trail or is it just

for joggers and walkers?

Response: Thank you for your
concern; you’re right, riding
bikes in the middle of the lane
causes an extremely dangerous
situation. To avoid this predica-
ment, bicycle riders on base are
only authorized to ride adjacent
the shoulder of the right lane.
When multiple bike riders are
present, they will ride in a sin-

gle file formation unless there
is no traffic present. Also, the
recreational path paralleling
Range Road from the 8th Air
Force Museum out to east side
housing may be utilized for
walking, jogging, roller blading
or recreational biking, and is
off limits to motorized vehicles,
such as all-terrain vehicles,
motorcycles, golf carts and
lawn mowers.

Maintain physical, mental, spiritual fitness for success
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Chief shares leadership pointers
BY CHIEF MASTER SGT. 
VINCENT ADAMS
2D SECURITY FORCES SQUADRON

For all the supervisors on base, it
does not matter if you started supervis-
ing yesterday or 10 years years ago –
you are now “the supervisor!”  

Here are several tips to get you off
to a good start. Do not arrive at your
new unit without doing your home-
work — go out and research the his-
tory of your unit. It is also critical
that the supervisor and commander
operate from the same page.
Nothing can divide a unit quicker
than for a supervisor and command-
er to be at odds. As supervisiors, we
are vital to the success of the unit,
but commander’s command and su-
pervisors lead the force.

Next, time management is criti-
cal. You cannot be everything to
everyone. Your opinion now matters
and people will be seeking either
your opinion or your time. So man-
age your time and do not be afraid
to say “no.”

As a supervisor, when you say, “I
will make this happen,” those you
are addressing expect it to happen.
Therefore, here is some sound ad-
vice my mother use to say, “God
gave us two eyes and ears and only
one mouth, so listen and observe
twice as much as you speak.”  Like
most moms, she was correct. Be
very careful what you say, your
Airmen will be quick to say, “my
boss said” – and those they are
speaking to will react.

Be careful in making promises
because your word is your bond.
Check things out and then double
check them before you make a
promise. Use your influence where
it counts, weigh in on key decisions
and do not feel you have to weigh
in on all decisions. 

Remember no one has all the an-
swers, but between professional en-
listed organizations and other key
base members, someone has the
right one. Get to know your peers

and key members on base, both internal
and external to your career field.

Integrity first!  There is a reason this
is the first core value. It is the most im-
portant and as supervisors, we must
live this core value. We are not above
the law, and our Airmen are always
watching to see how we handle certain
situations. Remember, integrity first!  

Get out from behind your desk!  You
cannot lead by e-mail; you must get out

there and see your Airmen face-to-face.
Visit them during non-duty hours and
really get to know them. I will warn
you up front, knowing it is important
and actually finding the time to get out
there will be one of your greatest chal-
lenges.

The Air Force needs strong supervi-
sors now more than ever as we transi-
tion to more of an expeditionary aero-
space force. The Air Force did not

make you a supervisior to be like any
other boss. You were given your duty
and responsiblility based on your po-
tential to make a difference as a leader,
so be yourself and get involved from
day one. 

This is our Air Force and ready or
not, once you’re made a supervisor,
you must be ready to lead our Air
Force, your career field and your wing
or base.
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Proud to serve... food?

Courtesy photo

Chief Master Sgt. Jeffrey
Ledoux, 8th Air Force com-
mand chief master sergeant,
serves a meal to the troops
at the dining tent in Tallil,
Iraq, during his deployment
there. The chief recently
earned the Bronze Star for
his actions in Iraq. The chief
was a principal advisor to
area commanders on force
protection and quality of life.

BY J. MANNY GUENDULAY
THE BOMBARDIER

The 2d Bomb Wing recently wel-
comed a new chief equal employment
opportunity counselor.

Mrs. Brenda McClinton started work-
ing in her new position in mid-January,
and began ensuring Barksdale is a dis-
crimination-free workplace. The scope of
the chief equal employment opportunity
counselor is to ensure civilian employees
at the base are not discriminated against
in any form. 

“Once a claim has been made, my job
is to conduct an inquiry and find out if
the complainant’s allegations have any
merit,” she said. “I’m not here to deter-
mine whether or not the person has been
discriminated against, but to find out
whether or not there could be a reason
why there would be discrimination.”

If a member of the Barksdale civilian
workforce has a complaint that cannot be
resolved in the workplace, Mrs.
McClinton may be able to help.

“Normally, if someone comes into our
office with a problem, we ask them if
they have tried to resolve the issue with
their supervisor, or someone within their
unit,” she said. “Usually, because that
person is closer to the problem, they can
try to resolve those issues. But they can
bypass those preliminary steps and come
directly to speak with me about the prob-
lem. They can remain anonymous at the
beginning of the process, if they feel like

there will be any reprisal.”
Col. Eldon Woodie, 2d BW vice com-

mander, sees Mrs. McClinton’s job as a
valuable asset that can only strengthen
the wing.

“The 2d BW leadership vector de-
mands that we work together to build
trust and an unbeatable team,” Colonel
Woodie said. “Trust comes only from an
environment where every member of the
team is treated fairly. Equal Employment
Opportunity for our remarkable civilian
workforce is a key ingredient in keeping
our work climate ‘second to none.’”

Mrs. McClinton said she was lucky to
start this job at a base where discrimina-
tion is low.

“I think the problems at Barksdale as a
whole are very low, compared to other
bases,” she said. “We don’t really have
that many complaints.”

She said her biggest challenge will be
adapting to a job with a civilian perspec-
tive because of the employment laws
dealing with civilians.

Though it is her first time in this posi-
tion, Mrs. McClinton is no stranger to the
Air Force or to Barksdale. She retired as
a technical sergeant several years ago
while working for the wing’s manpower
office.

“I’m happy to be back at the 2d Bomb
Wing, and working close with the wing
manpower office again,” she said.

If anyone has an issue or problem re-
garding discrimination of any type, they
can call Mrs. McClinton at 456-2371.

Wing greets new EEO counselor

BY J. MANNY GUENDULAY
THE BOMBARDIER

The 2d Dental Squadron has changed
the way it sees active duty patients in an
effort to raise the amount of people who
are “dentally fit to fight.”

Barksdale Airmen usually make two
trips a year to the dental squadron: one for
a cleaning and another for an annual ex-
am. The squadron has streamlined this
process by ensuring Airmen receive both
a cleaning and a periodic dental exam in
one visit.

This is the second time that Col.
Terence Kinyon, 2d DS commander, has
changed a dental squadron over to the
process. He said his first squadron’s
change produced strong results for that
base and he is eager to see how things
change here.

“When people come here, and they
work out on the flightline or over at the
2d Munitions Squadron, by the time they
leave their unit, get here early, are seen,
have a cleaning or exam and make it back
to their office, their appointment turns out
to take at least two hours,” the colonel
said.

The colonel intends now to make those
two hours count. He realizes that if every
Airman on base makes two two-hour vis-
its to the squadron, the 2d DS would be
charged with doing 12 years of man hours
in one year. Ensuring that Airmen get a

cleaning and an exam in one visit halves
that workload. The colonel said cutting
the workload in half is essential as the Air
Force is raising the required number of
Level 1 rated Airmen, meaning they have
been examined and require no dental
work for a year. 

The changes will help the 2d DS meet
the current limit of 50 percent of all base
members rated at Level 1. In 2008, that
limit will rise to 65 percent.

Commanders from other squadrons are
also interested in the success of Colonel
Kinyon’s plans. Lt. Col. Edward Kramer,
2d Aircraft Maintenance Squadron com-
mander, is looking forward to seeing 2d
AMXS Airmen making less trips to the
dentist and less work interruption.

“This should greatly reduce scheduling
time, travel time and missed appoint-
ments,” Colonel Kramer said. “Any ini-
tiative that eliminates unnecessary ap-
pointments and saves time can only be
viewed as productive. We’re grateful to
Colonel Kinyon and the 2d DS for this
initiative and are looking forward to the
results.”

Colonel Kinyon said Airmen can help
the program run even more smoothly if
they can make sure they do a couple of
things. First, people with appointments
should arrive at the office 15 minutes ear-
ly and if a member has to miss an ap-
pointment, they should notify the dental
squadron office as soon as possible.

Caring for patients faster
2d DS changes way they do business
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STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Va. — The U.S. Air Force
will prepare a supplement to the Realistic Bomber Training
Initiative Final Environmental Impact Statement as directed by the
Oct. 12, 2004, decision of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit.

The decision will affect a training route used by Barksdale B-
52’s and B-1’s from Dyess Air Force Base, Texas.

The supplement will address the effects of wake vortices on
ground structures associated with RBTI aircraft training. It will al-
so address the effects of RBTI on civil and commercial aviation as
specified in the court’s ruling. 

“The area we use helps us train in the most realistic training sce-
nario possible,” said Mr. Charles Dobson, 2d Operations Support
Squadron, chief of airspace and range management.

“People living in the area are concerned about disruption on the
people, the environment that they live in and a possible effect on
their local economy,” Mr. Dobson said. 

The draft supplement is scheduled to be released this spring.
Two public hearings will be held in the West Texas area. Dates, lo-
cations and times for the public hearings as well as for the release
of the supplement will be announced as they become available.

“This will not affect any training for our aircrews,” Mr. Dobson
said. “The court said we are cleared to continue using the path for
our training.”

For more information, call 1st Lt. Jennifer Tumminio at (757)
764-8338. (Courtesy of Air Combat Command News Service)

RBTI touches base

BY TECH. SGT. DAVID JABLONSKI
AIR FORCE PRINT NEWS

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John Jumper testified Feb. 10 be-
fore the Senate Committee on Armed Services on the defense au-
thorization request for fiscal year 2006.

The four service chiefs provided posture statements and an-
swered questions about how each branch developed their portion of
next year’s budget. 

General Jumper’s opening remarks described how the Air Force
is fighting and winning the war on terrorism.

He said more than 30,000 Airmen are deployed to 14 forward
bases in operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom, while
10,000 more continue supporting Operation Noble Eagle at home.
Guard and Reserve Airmen are flying 55 percent of the sorties over-
seas and 80 percent of the Noble Eagle sorties over the United
States. 

With an eye on the future, General Jumper said, the Air Force
will continue to purchase as many unmanned aerial vehicles as con-
tractors can produce and looks to the F/A-22 Raptor to guard
against enemies who contest airspace around the world. 

During questioning, Sen. Saxby Chambliss asked General
Jumper about the Air Force’s ability to maintain air superiority in
the future.

“In every conflict over the last several decades, we’ve been able
to maintain air superiority and dominance,” Senator Chambliss
said. 

“Is there any other weapon system out there today that can pro-
vide the capability to prevent that from happening other than the F-
22,” he asked.

“No sir, there is not,” General Jumper replied.
But the Air Force future is not just F/A-22. The senate commit-

tee requested further discussion on continuing J-model C-130
Hercules production rather than scrapping the upgrade program and
suffering contract cancellation costs.

More hearings are expected as the budget process continues.
President George Bush delivered his defense budget request for

$419.3 billion to Congress on Feb. 7. The proposed $102.9 billion
Air Force budget represents a real growth of about $4 billion over
the fiscal 2005 budget of $96 billion after adjustment for inflation
and rising fuel costs.

General Jumper testifies
on 2006 posture, budget
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Ceremony honors annual winners
BY J. MANNY GUENDULAY
THE BOMBARDIER

The best of the mighty Deuce were honored in a
ceremony at Hoban Hall during the annual 2d Bomb
Wing awards banquet Feb. 11.

Senior Master Sgt. Gordon Gragson, 2d Munitions
Squadron first sergeant, and Master Sgt. Ken Martin,
2d Maintenance Squadron first sergeant, were em-
cees for the event, while Lt. Gen. Bruce Carlson, 8th
Air Force commander, was the guest speaker.

Awards were presented in nine categories and rec-
ognized excellence in performance from each of the
37 nominees. The winners in each of the nine cate-
gories are: Company grade officer — Capt. Terry
Simonton, 2d Communications Squadron; senior
NCO — Master Sgt. Sanders Louvierre, 2d Logistics
Readiness Squadron; NCO — Tech. Sgt. Jennifer
Bocconcelli, 2d Mission Support Squadron; Airman
— Senior Airman Brad Sprecher, 2d MUNS; GS-9
and above civilian — Mr. Ronald Alexander, 2d
Medical Support Squadron; GS-8 and below civilian
— Ms. Donna VanArsDall, 2d Medical Group; first
sergeant — Master Sgt. Connie Sutherland, 2d LRS;
honor guard member —
Senior Airman David Skelonc,
2d MUNS; and volunteer —
Mrs. Julia Converse.

Captain Simonton was
thrilled with the CGO award,
however he believed his out-
standing staff was a major con-
tribution to his award.

“My whole flight is made
up of outstanding NCOs and
Airmen who work hard every
day,” the captain said. “Their
hard work contributed the
most to me winning.”

Maj. Nathan Mooney, 2d
LRS commander, said Ser-
geant Louvierre is “an NCO
who leads by example.”

“In the past year, he’s made
significant overhauls of LRS
duties and programs including
playing a crucial part in reduc-
ing B-52 repair time by nearly
a day and still having time to
go to the senior NCO acade-
my and finish his master’s de-
gree with a 4.0.,” said Major
Mooney.

Earning the NCO of the
year award had a strong affect
on Sergeant Bocconcelli. It
brought into focus her goal of
achieving chief master ser-
geant. Her supervisor, Senior
Master Sergeant Edwin
Torres, said he believes her
goals are reachable.

“Sergeant Bocconcelli is on
a fast track and will be swiftly
ascending into the ranks of the
top 3 percent of the enlisted
corps,” he said. “She undoubt-
edly is a leader now and will
be a leader for years to come.”

The Airman of the year’s
family was proud of him.
Airmen Sprecher, who feels he won his award be-
cause of his attitude and his work with the base hon-
or guard, said his mom called him the day after the
awards banquet to congratulate him.

“My mom said she wished
she could have been there,” he
said. “But I told her that might
have been weird having my
Mom sit next to me at a pro-
fessional awards banquet. I
told her she could make my
retirement ceremony 20 years
from now.”

Mr. Ronald Alexander
could not believe he won his
award, and still did not be-
lieve it as he was accepting it.

“Realizing the caliber of
civilian positions at
Barksdale, I felt like a little
fish in a huge lake at the
awards banquet,” Mr.
Alexander said. “I was very
humbled to have even re-
ceived the 2d MDG award,
much less the base award.
When the category came up
for civilian of the year and the
emcee said, ‘From the 2d
MDG,’ those were the only
words I heard. I don’t even re-
member him stating my
name. I just could not believe
I was selected.”

Mrs. VanArsDall said she
was surprised to win her
award.

“This is one of the greatest
honors for me,” she said. “I
think I won because I am a
hard and dedicated worker
and volunteer during health
fairs and Santas in Blue.”

Sergeant Sutherland attrib-
uted her recognition as an out-
standing leader to the Airmen
she supervises. She also
thanked her family for giving
her inspiration.

“My family is very proud
of me and the work that I do,”
she said. “Without my fami-
ly’s  support, being a first ser-
geant would be impossible.”

Airman Skelonc thinks he
got his award because he did
his best to lead by example.

“I tried to be the best leader
I could be while training hon-
or guard team members and
leading ceremonial details,”
Airman Skelonc said.

He said he hopes this award will help him as he
strives to make it into officer training school after he
graduates this fall. However, when the award was an-
nounced, he wanted to be sure he looked perfect.

“When I heard I won, I was wondering if my hat
was on straight,” he said.

For Mrs. Converse, winning the volunteer of the
year award was a big surprise. As the key spouse for
the 2d CS, she ensured spouses of deployed members
were coping with their spouse’s absence.

“I can’t believe I did win,” she said. “I guess it was
work like helping all the spouses through various dif-
ficulties like the loss of a home that helped me win
the award. I want to personally thank all of the spous-
es of the communications squadron for helping me
throughout the year. Without their support, I would
have never been nominated for this award.”

Capt. Terry
Simonton

Master Sgt.
Sanders

Louvierre

Tech. Sgt.
Jennifer

Bocconcelli

Mrs. Julia
Converse

Mrs. Donna
VanArsDall

Mr. Ronald
Alexander

Senior Airman
Brad Sprecher

Senior Master
Sgt. Connie
Sutherland

Senior Airman
David Skelonc
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As Black History Month nears its end, the African-
American Heritage Committee’s banquet is scheduled
for 7 p.m., Feb. 25 at the enlisted club ballroom.

The banquet, which is the highlight of Barksdale’s
celebrations for Black History Month, features Col.
William Gunn, Department of Defense Office of
Military Commissions chief defense counsel, as guest
speaker.

“I’m excited to return to Barksdale,” Colonel Gunn
said. “I visited the 2d Bomb Wing when I supervised the
area defense counsel  and I’m familiar with the base.”

Black History Month is an annual celebration to re-
member and celebrate the black men and women who
have contributed and help shape today’s America.

“This month is important because we’re all
Americans,” Colonel Gunn said. “This is an opportunity

to experience the rich
legacy we all share as
Americans.”

Capt. Candice Pipes,
8th Air Force chief of
senior officer matters,
said the colonel was
chosen to speak at the
banquet because his re-
sume speaks for itself.

“He is a noted speak-
er with a great reputa-
tion,” she said. “We’re
pleased that Colonel
Gunn has taken time out
of his busy schedule to
come to Barksdale and
speak at the banquet; we
hope he can give great insight on what it’s like to be a

good Airman in today’s Air Force.”
The colonel, who in the last year has spoken at

Harvard Law School, Duke Law School and the Amer-
ican Bar Association, plans on speaking about the histo-
ry of African Americans in the defense of the United
States.

“Over the years I’ve studied this topic and consider
myself very experienced in it,” he said.

The colonel hopes people walk away from his speech
with a fresh and informative insight they did not come
in the doors with.

“I hope that after listening to what I say people will
have a greater appreciation of our national diversity and
the fact that we all contribute to this one great nation,”
Colonel Gunn said. “I’m honored to speak at a base that
has such a rich, historical legacy of its own.”

Cost for the banquet is $17. Call 2d Lt. Maclin
Williams at 456-3879 or Master Sgt. Kevin Mott at 456-
2601 for tickets or more information.

Col. Gunn to speak at upcoming Black History Month banquet

Col. William Gunn



8 Friday, Feb. 18, 2005 The Bombardier

Retirement
Col. Charles Rathke

Col. Charles Rathke, 8th Air Force, retires after 29
years of service during a ceremony today at 10 a.m. at the
Warrior Conference Center. Dress is casual for civilians
and uniform of the day for military.
Master Sgt. Hubert Brantley

Master Sgt. Hubert Brantley, 8th Air Force, Detachment
1, Network Operations and Security Center, retires after 21
years of service in a ceremony today at 1 p.m. at the 8th
Air Force Museum. Dress is casual for civilians and uni-
form of the day for military.

Airport passes
The Transportation Security Administration issued

Security Directive 1544-10-10w, which allows families of
military members access to escort the military passenger
to the gate or to meet a military passenger’s inbound ar-
rival at the gate.

Family members must go to the counter of the airline
the military member is fly on and receive a pass to go to
the gate and are required to have a pass and a photo ID to
get through the security checkpoint. This change allows
families to stay with the departing military member longer
before they depart or to be able to greet them at the gate
upon their arrival.

OSC scholarships
The Barksdale Officers Spouses Club has distributed

scholarship applications to counselors of Bossier and
Caddo Parish high schools. Applications can also be
picked up at the education office, Family Support Center,
officers club enlisted club and the Thrift Shop. The dead-
line for completed applications is March 21. The program
is open to military families’ graduating high school stu-
dents and non-military spouses of military members con-
tinuing their education at a college or university. Call Mrs.
Cindie Latke at 572-8491 for more information.

News Briefs
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A captain from Detachment 13, Air
Combat Command Training Support
Squadron, recently garnered an ACC -
level award.

Capt. Shanna Latimer, education and
training officer, Det. 13, ACC TRSS, is
the ACC TRSS Education and Training
Professional of the Year for 2004.

Her supervisor, Lt. Col. Rick
Taglang, Det. 13, ACC TRSS com-
mander, spoke highly of the captain’s
work ethic.

“Captain Latimer is my right hand in
the office,” Colonel Taglang said. “She
is an exceptionally talented officer who
gives her all to every project.”

Captain Latimer competed against
Airmen from 22 different squadrons
across ACC for the award, which rec-
ognizes Airmen for their outstanding
contribution to their flying training
unit.

“I work with a great group of peo-
ple,” Captain Latimer said. “It was a

collective effort; my office helped me
succeed.”

Captain Latimer is responsible for
reviewing lesson plans that are taught
to B-52 students in the 11th Flying
Training Unit.

“My job is unique because I don’t
have experience flying aircraft yet I re-
view the material they’re taught,” she
said. “I make sure the material is
taught in an understandable way.”

During the past year, Captain
Latimer created a detachment library,
helped create electronic courseware
routing, and created a squadron section
commander continuity book for the 2d
Mission Support Squadron that is used
by seven base-level squadrons.

The captain also worked with the
base chapel to coordinate a marriage
celebration dinner and contributes her
time to organizations and events such
as Meals on Wheels and Coats for Tots.

Colonel Taglang said he is proud of
Captain Latimer’s accomplishment.

“This award identifies her as a top
performer and will set her above the
rest of the crowd,” he said.

Captain wins ACC award

Raptor doctor Courtesy photo

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. — Tech. Sgt. Dan Stevens, 411th
Flight Test Squadron, uses a non-contact infrared thermometer while
curing the coating on an F/A-22 Raptor. To ensure the base continues
flight-testing large programs such as the F/A-22, the 412th Test Wing
is re-engineering the way it does business.

tagoodwi
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BY MASTER SGT. BARB LAVIGNE
2D BOMB WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

It’s a challenge to ensure the
largest bomb wing in the Air
Force is secure but members of
the 2d Security Forces
Squadron’s Operations Flight
rise to the challenge daily.

The most visible flight in the
squadron, the operations flight
is sectioned into avenger, bull-
dog, cobra and delta flights and
includes the weapons storage
area, flightline and law enforce-
ment desk.

The men and women of delta
flight account for 100 to 140 of
the more than 600-person
squadron. Although each flight
within the 2d SFS Operations
Flight has the same mission,
Capt. Troy Austin, operations
flight commander, said delta
flight is an important part of the
overall fabric holding operations
together.

“The team as a whole allows
us to rise to our commander’s
expectation of ‘Bayou Warriors
– Anytime … Anywhere,’” he
said. “Our mission is to provide
security, force protection and
law enforcement on Barksdale
24/7/365. By us doing so, all
Airmen can ensure their part of
the mission is accomplished in a
safe and secure environment.”

Members of delta flight do
their part in protecting and de-
fending Barksdale’s military as-
sets and people.

A typical week for Staff Sgt.

Jeffrey Yargus, a desk sergeant
and patrolman, includes pa-
trolling Barksdale’s streets, re-
sponding to traffic accidents and
shoplifting incidents, performing
building checks and traffic en-
forcement. He gets 75 to 80 calls
a day when on duty as a desk
sergeant, responds to about 50
alarms a day to access and se-
cure alarms at various facilities
on base as well as writes three or
four traffic violation tickets a
day as a patrolman and com-
pletes required paperwork, such
as the daily blotter and all inci-
dent reports.

“I enjoy being a cop and en-
forcing all of Barksdale’s laws,”
Yargus said, who graduated from
technical school and came to
Barksdale in December 1999. “I
enjoy every aspect of being a
cop. It’s all I ever want to do.
It’s a passion for me.”

Airman 1st Class John
Szewczyk, an installation entry
control journeyman, said he en-
joys being the first person peo-
ple see when they pass through
Barksdale’s gates.

“I know I may be the first
military person some people
have ever encountered face-to-
face and a professional image
and my attitude when I greet
them will reflect on their experi-
ence of the base,” he said.

Of all operations sections, the
LE desk may be one of the
smallest work areas – measuring
approximately 6-feet-by-8-feet
of work space – and probably

the busiest. The phone rings 24
hours a day, non-stop, according
to Senior Airman James Stone, a
desk sergeant who has been at
Barksdale since graduating tech
school four and a half years ago.

“We take several hundred
calls in an eight-hour shift,” he
said of the two-person team re-
quired to handle the workload.
“Everything that happens on
base goes through us before it
goes anywhere else.” 

Calls to the LE desk include
emergency 911, crime stop, au-
thentication and access of alarms
to numerous buildings on base,
any accidents and just about any
other call imaginable. They’re
also in charge of blotter entries
and inmates on the weekends
and down days, which vary from
two to six people at any given
time.

Of all sections of security
forces, Airman 1st Class Justin
Kash, a security response mem-
ber, and Staff Sgt. Paul Stacey, a
security response team leader,
agree patrolling the flightline is

a job like no other. 
Patrolling with an M-240B to

ensure the B-52s and the tran-
sient aircraft on Barksdale’s
flightline and assets within its
perimeter are secure make it real
world.

“We monitor individuals in
and around the flightline,”
Sergeant Stacey said, who has
been at Barksdale almost four
years and has security forces ex-
perience at Fairchild Air Force
Base, Wash., Yakota Air Base,
Japan, and Izmir AB, Turkey. “If
anybody breaks red, we notify
central security control and de-
tain them.”

Captain Austin said providing
top-notch base security and law
enforcement for Barksdale’s resi-
dents and resources takes moti-
vation, dedication and great
leadership.

“Delta flight does an outstand-
ing job on a day to day basis,
right along with the rest of the
flights and the rest of the
squadron,” he said. “We are
Team Bayou warriors!”

Photos by Tech. Sgt. Robert Horstman

Staff Sgt. Daniel Ellwein, a military working dog handler, encourages Chris, an 8-year old German
Shepard, as the dog jumps inside a panel truck to search for explosives before allowing it into the
weaapons stoarage area.

Airman 1st Class Matthew Sparks, a security forces journeyman, checks IDs at the
Shreveport gate.

Airman 1st Class John Szewczyk, a security forces patrolman, security
checks the front door of the enlisted club.

Staff Sgt. Paul Stacey, a security response team leader, challenges 2d Lt. Jack Fyall, posing as an unauthorized person on the flightline, as Airman
1st Class Justin Kash, a security response member backs up Sergeant Stacey during an exercise scenario.
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A Barksdale chaplain was recognized for his heroics by the
Secretary of the Interior during a Feb. 2 award ceremony in
Washington, D.C.

Chaplain (Maj.) Kevin Dowling, 2d Bomb Wing catholic
chaplain, along with his brother, John and a fellow priest received
a citizen’s award for bravery for their actions during an incident
at Glacier National Park in Montana during August 2002.

“We were hiking in the park and I was lagging behind,”
Chaplain Dowling said. “Just as I caught up we heard the scream.
We were in the right place, at the right time. If my brother and
friend hadn’t stopped to wait for me, we probably wouldn’t have
been there when all of this happened.”

The chaplain recalled that a boy had been playing when he fell
into the water. Then his father, without thinking about it, jumped
in to rescue his boy — only he forgot his 1-year-old daughter was
strapped to his back.

“When the mother screamed, it caught our attention and we
jumped in without hesitating,” Chaplain Dowling said. “We
formed a human chain and pulled the boy and his father to safe-
ty.”

Chaplain Dowling described the creek as 15 feet wide and not
very deep but the water was moving fast and the boy fell in about
12 feet from the edge of the falls.

“The water was only about three or four feet deep but the bot-
tom was granite, which is slippery to start with and it was cov-
ered in slimy moss. To top it off, the water was moving fast,”
Chaplain Dowling said. “The boy would have more than likely
died and one can just imagine if the father had gone over with his
daughter onboard.” 

Major Dowling said everyone working together prevented the
near tragedy.

“On our award, it cited that 51 people have died in water-relat-
ed accidents in Glacier National Park since 1921 and they are the
leading cause of death there,” the chaplain said.

“In my life, I’ve been saved from drowning twice so this was
a turnaround,” Chaplain Dowling said. 

Chaplain (Col.) Marion Harned, 2d BW head chaplain, said
Chaplain Dowling is a man of gracious character and heart and
was pleased when he heard of Chaplain Dowling’s award.

“This award speaks well of the kind of person Father Dowling
is,” Chaplain Harned said.

“Heroes are ordinary people that find themselves doing ex-
traordinary things in certain situations,” Chaplain Harned said.
“Father Dowling is a hero.”

Chaplain saves lives
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Family: Wife, Cindy
Hometown: Stanfield, Ore.
Unit: 2d Security Forces Squdron
Job title: Security forces apprentice
Job description: Ensuring security of Air
Force assets
Most rewarding job aspect: Knowing you’re
keeping everyone safe
Goals: To get my bachelor’s degree
Hobbies: Sports
Favorite TV show: OZ
Favorite dish: Any Mexican food
Favorite movie: They Call Me Sirr
Favorite performer: NBK
Favorite sports team: Buffalo Bills
Favorite book: A Purpose Driven Life
I’m proudest of: My family and the way I
was raised
Best day of my life: My wedding day
Pet peeve: Lazy people
My best asset is: My personality
Person I admire most: My mom and my wife
What I like most about Barksdale: The peo-
ple
If I could change anything about Barksdale
it would be: The smell 
Most influential person for you in the Air
Force: Staff Sgt. Roland Metoyer, because he
has given me the tools I need to succeed in
my Air Force career and influenced my posi-
tive outlook of the Air Force

Trash-n-treasures alley
A trash-n-treasures sale is scheduled Feb. 26

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Arts and Crafts
Center. Space rental is $10. Call 456-5594 for
more information or registration.

Bingo mania
The bing jackpot for Thursday was $1,100 The

bingo buffet and early bird bingo begins at 5:30
p.m. Thursdays at the officers club. All ranks are
welcome for a chance to win the progressive
cash jackpot or other prizes. Bingo starts at 6:30
p.m. Call 456-4926 for more information.

Car maintenance class
The auto craft shop offers a car maintenance

class Feb. 26. Students learn auto safety, when to
get expert maintenance, how to check a car for
problems, how to check oil, fluids and brakes,
how to change a tire and other basic car care tips.
Cost is $10. Call 456-4695 for more information.

Mudbugs tickets
Watch the Mudbugs battle it out with various

teams at the CenturyTel Center. Cost is $8 per
person at Gifts and Getaways. Call 456-1866 for
more information. 

Miss Saigon little theatre
Gifts and Getaways has tickets to “Miss

Saigon,” at Shreveport’s Strand Theater. The
show runs March 12 and 13. Stop by the Strand
box office or Gifts and Getaways in the base ex-
change mall for the military discount.

10 percent off 
To introduce the new menu, the officers club

provides members with 10-percent off meals
every Friday. Membership application forms are
available at the officers club. Stop by or call 456-
4926 for more information.

Frank’s
Frank’s Soups, Salads and Subs on Toasted

Buns is coming March 1 to the enlisted club and
will feature a wide variety of hot and cold sand-
wiches and specialty salads made for people on
the go. 

Child care
Before and after school care is available for

children in kindergarten through age 12 at the
youth center. This program is accredited by the
National After-School Association. Call 456-
3448 for more information.

NAF resale
A nonappropriated funds sale takes place

Wednesday at the enlisted club ballroom. Anyone
who has access to Barksdale is welcome to at-
tend. Call 456-0450 for more information.

Online magazine
Due to the high demand for information via

the Internet, the 2d Services Squadron created 2d
SVS Online. This online magazine provides read-
ers with the latest upcoming services events and
activity information. Log on to their Web site at
www.barksdaleservices.com to view the monthly
publication.

Services events
For more information about 2d Services
Squadron events, check their Web site at

www.barksdaleservices.com

Catch it!

Cajun Warrior
Attitude

Tech. Sgt. Robert Horstman/2d CS
Airman 1st Class John Haines




